
 The regular meeting of the Lafayette Public Library Board of Control was called to order by 
President Vanessa Hill at 5:00 p.m. on July 20, 2009 in the Main Library Meeting Room. Board members 
present were Bennett Bernard, Jean Kreamer, Kay Theunissen, and Mark Tullos. Staff members present 
were Ms. Sona J. Dombourian, Library Director, Larry Gass, Maintenance Supervisor, Rebecca 
Hollingsworth, Information Services Department Head and Lisa Breaux, Director’s Executive Secretary. 
Board members Trista Badeaux, Andrew Duhon and Susan Hamilton were unable to attend. Guests 
present included Public Works engineer Pat Logan, Bruce Conque from the Lafayette Chamber of 
Commerce, and members of the Lafayette Genealogy Society, President Rogers Romero, President-Elect 
William Thibodeaux and past President Earl Gates.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Jean Kreamer moved to accept the minutes of the June 1, 2009 meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Kay Theunissen and all were in favor.  
 
 To accommodate the guests present, the order of the agenda was amended to discuss new 
business at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
LAFAYETTE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 Mr. Rogers Romero, president of the Lafayette Genealogical Society addressed the library board 
to express concerns of the society regarding the genealogy collection during the renovation of the Main 
Library. Specific concerns cited include the possible storage or separation of the collection, loss of space 
to conduct research and hold genealogy society meetings, the elimination of databases such as 
Ancestry.com, and the lack of communication between the library and the genealogy society officers and 
members.  
 Ms. Dombourian reviewed the progress of the main library renovation project and assured Mr. 
Romero and the others present that it is not, nor was it ever the intention of the library administration to 
place the genealogy collection in storage making it inaccessible to the group. While specific plans for the 
re-location of the library during the renovation are not definite at the present time, the genealogy 
collection will remain intact and will be housed in the most suitable location possible. During discussion, 
Mr. Romero requested that consideration be given to locating the genealogy collection and the microfilm 
reader at the South Regional Library. Ms. Dombourian indicated that several factors will be considered 
when determining the location of the collection including space, accessibility, and shelving requirements.   
 Ms. Dombourian explained that ancestry.com was previously paid for by the State Library of 
Louisiana.  The library was informed at the end of June that this database would be no longer be available 
through the State Library as of July 1st due to state budget cuts.  The vendor has agreed to continue 
providing the service through July while libraries, including Lafayette Public, work towards a solution.  
The Bayouland Library System members are currently seeking consortia pricing from the vendor. 
 Dr. Kreamer enlisted the help of the genealogy society officers by requesting that they assist 
library personnel to locate possible real estate locations suitable for a library in the downtown area. Ms. 
Dombourian reassured the genealogy society officers that they will be provided with updates as they 
become available regarding the construction progress and plans for re-location.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 The director’s report and financial report were distributed.  
   
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT UPDATES 
SOUTH REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 On July 16, 2009, City-Parish President Joey Durel cut the ribbon on the Robley Drive/Duhon 
Road extension. The new parkway offers an alternate route to the South Regional Library for patrons 
coming from the Kaliste Saloom/Ambassador Caffery intersection.  
 The collection at South Regional continues to be used heavily. In mid-July, reports indicated that 
approximately 48% of the 60,798 collection materials were checked out. A resolution was achieved 
regarding the noise generated by the DVD shelving. Modifications were made to the divider brackets 
which minimized the rattling noise.  



 The contractor has identified the leak in the Teens area and is working to correct the situation. 
 
NORTH REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 Ms. Dombourian reported that the HVAC matter has been turned over to an attorney assigned by 
the City-Parish Attorney Ottinger. Larry Gass provided documentation to the LCG Public Works 
department regarding the on-going HVAC issues at NRL. Public Works and Library staff also performed 
a review of the remaining punch list items and contact has been made with the architect and contractor on 
these issues. 
 
MAIN LIBRARY RENOVATION PROJECT 
 Meetings with the building project architect and the design architect are planned for July 22 – 24 
for discussion on the concerns and comments from the Library Board and staff following the design 
development presentation.   
 During the design development presentation concern was expressed regarding closure of the Rue 
Bibliotheque entrance. After further review and discussion, the Library Board expressed favor with 
keeping the driveway open for additional access to the parking lot.  
 
EAST REGIONAL LIBRARY 
 Ms. Dombourian recommended that the Library Board take action to amend the contract with 
PSA/Dewberry and the scope of services to provide the building programs, assistance during the design 
and planning phases, and consulting services for the furniture and signage for the East Regional Library 
project. Dr. Kreamer moved to amend the contract with PSA/Dewberry for these services on the East 
Regional Library project. The motion was seconded by Mark Tullos and all were in favor.  
 
BOARD SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Landscaping: Jean Kreamer, chair, no report. 
Furniture: Susan Hamilton, chair, no report.  
Finance: Bennett Bernard, chair, reported that progress is continuing on the 10-year projection.  
Site Selection: Mark Tullos, chair, indicated that letters have been drafted to extend thanks for the 
proposals that were submitted for the East Regional Library.  

 Mission Statement: Vanessa Hill / Sona Dombourian, co-chairs, no report.  
Donor Opportunities: Kay Theunissen, chair, no report.  
East Regional Architect Selection:  Pat Logan, chair, reported that the library’s comments on the 
architect’s contract have been sent to the architect for review. If approved, the contract will be 
finalized for execution.   
Small Libraries Opportunities: Trista Badeaux, chair, no report.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
DUSON LIBRARY 
  The Town of Duson was recently awarded a grant in the amount of $800,000 to construct a 
community center. Last year, the library was approached about the possibility of re-locating the existing 
Duson branch to the community center and submitted a letter of interest to be included with the grant 
proposal. With the library board’s consent, Ms. Dombourian will continue a dialogue with the Mayor of 
the Town of Duson and the project architect to learn more about the plans for the community center 
without making any commitment on behalf of the library in regard to re-locating to this facility. Dr. 
Kreamer requested that Ms. Dombourian obtain a copy of the grant proposal.  
    
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  There were no announcements. 
  
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 There were no comments from the public.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  



 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
       Sona J. Dombourian, Secretary  
 


